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UNIT 28
Session 2

Leader BIBLE STUDY

With the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, Jesus’ 
disciples were empowered to carry out Jesus’ mission for 
them—to take the gospel to all the nations. More and more 
people believed in Jesus. They met together at the temple to 
praise and worship God, and the first church began.

One afternoon, two of Jesus’ disciples—Peter and John—
went to the temple to pray. They encountered at the gate a 
man who could not walk. Rather than give the man money, 
Peter gave him something much more valuable: immediate 
physical healing in Jesus’ name. 

Use Week of:

Peter Healed a Beggar

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 3:1-10; 4:5-31
MAIN POINT: In Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians.

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 22

TELL THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 24

EXPERIENCE THE STORY
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 26
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

As you teach this Bible story to preschoolers, keep three 
things in mind. First, Peter’s healing the beggar was not 
magic; it was a miracle. Beginning in Acts 3:12, Peter 
responded to the people who were amazed at what had 
happened. “Why are you amazed at this … as though we 
had made him walk by our own power?” The man wasn’t 
healed because Peter was a super-believer. Peter explained 
that it was by Jesus’ power the man was healed.

Second, the man’s healing made him happy and thankful. 
He entered the temple and rejoiced! Consider the wonderful 
miracle of salvation. We are dead in our sin, and God makes 
us alive in Christ! How we should rejoice and give thanks to 
the Lord!

Finally, Peter and John were bold in their witness. When 
confronted by the religious leaders, they did not shy away. 
Peter and John preached about the salvation found in Jesus. 
In fact, they said they were “unable to stop speaking about 
what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20).

The same power that enabled Peter to heal the man who 
was lame—the power of the Holy Spirit—enables believers 
today to live on mission for Jesus. Pray that God would give 
the preschoolers you teach a willingness to be used by Him 
for His glory and for the fame of Jesus’ name. 
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Peter Healed a Beggar
Acts 3:1-10; 4:5-31

One day, Peter and John went to the temple to pray. 
They saw a man sitting by the gate. The man could not 
walk, so every day his friends carried him to the temple. 
As people went into the temple, the man asked them for 
money since he could not work.

The man asked Peter and John for help. Peter said to 
him, “Look at us.” The man looked at Peter and John. He 
thought they were going to give him money.

“I do not have silver or gold,” Peter said. But Peter did 
have something better. “In the name of Jesus, stand up 
and walk.”

Peter helped the man up. The man was healed! His 
feet were strong, and he could walk and jump. Then the 
man went into the temple with Peter and John, and he 
praised God.

Everyone who saw the man was amazed. This was the 
man who could not walk, but now he could walk! How 
could such a wonderful thing happen?

The next day, the religious leaders met together. They 
asked Peter and John, “How did you heal this man?”

Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit and said, “This 
man was healed by the power of Jesus.” Then Peter told 
the religious leaders that Jesus is the most important 
One of all.

The religious leaders did not know what to say. They 
told Peter and John to be quiet and to stop telling people 
about Jesus.

But Peter said, “We cannot keep quiet. We must tell 
people what we have seen and heard.” Peter and John met 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Play it out: Invite 
preschoolers to pretend 
to be the man who 
could not walk. Invite 
them to sit down 
and pretend to ask 
for money. When you 
come to the part of 
the story where the 
man is healed, invite 
preschoolers to stand 
up, jump, and walk 
around the room 
praising God. 

• Make it physical: 
Guide preschoolers to 
stand at one end of the 
room while you tell the 
Bible story. Invite them 
to take a step forward 
every time you say 
“walk.” 

The BIBLE STORY
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with other believers and prayed that God would give them 
power to be brave and tell people about Jesus.

Christ Connection: After Jesus went back to heaven, the 
Holy Spirit gave Jesus’ followers power to begin working. With 
the power of Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man who could not 
walk. The religious leaders could not stop Jesus’ followers from 
telling people the good news about Jesus.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover how 
God’s Word can 

help them grow in 
the gospel. Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Introduce THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Peter Healed a Beggar
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 3:1-10; 4:5-31
MAIN POINT: In Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to look at the two pictures and circle the 
seven differences they see in the second picture. 
SAY • In today’s Bible story, a man could not walk. Peter 

and John met him as they were going to the temple 
to pray. The man thought Peter and John would give 
him money, but Peter did something better. Can you 
guess what Peter did for the man from the second 
picture? 

Play a quiet game
Guide preschoolers to sit in a line. Choose a child to stand 
in front of the group and move silly and silently to try to 
make the other children laugh. The child who is last to 
laugh gets to go next. If multiple children do not laugh after 
30 seconds, choose one of them to go next.

• “The Story” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “What Is Different?” 
activity page, 
1 per child

• pencils or crayons

LOW PREP
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SAY • Staying quiet was hard when your friend was being 
silly! In today’s Bible story, the religious leaders told 
Peter and John to be quiet and to stop telling people 
about Jesus. But Peter said, “We cannot keep quiet. 
We must tell people what we have seen and heard.” 
Listen to hear what happened.

Make a megaphone
Give each preschooler a sheet of paper. Set out markers or 
crayons and stickers for preschoolers to decorate their paper. 
When preschoolers are finished decorating their paper, roll 
it so that one end is small and the other is large to form a 
megaphone. Tape the paper in place. Show preschoolers 
how to speak into the small end to amplify their voices. 
SAY • You use a megaphone when you want to be loud so 

many people can hear you. In today’s Bible story, 
Peter and John wanted many people to hear the good 
news about Jesus, but they did not use a megaphone. 
Listen to our story to hear how Peter and John 
shared the good news. 

Transition to tell the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to jump to Bible study.

• paper 
• markers or crayons 
• stickers
• tape

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Lead preschoolers to march in place, tap their toes, stomp 
their feet, sit down, and cross their legs.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, Peter and John met a man who 

could not walk. Listen to our Bible story to hear how 
Peter helped the man. 

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Acts 3 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • God is so kind to give us His words in the Bible. We 

can believe what God says in the Bible because His 
words are true. Today’s Bible story is in Acts.

Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling helps. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • In Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man. Peter explained 

that the man was healed by the power of Jesus. 
The man went into the temple praising God! The 
religious leaders wanted Peter and John to stop 
telling about Jesus, but they could not stop telling 

• Bible 
• bookmark
• “Peter Healed a Beggar” 

video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Tell THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Peter Healed a Beggar 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 3:1-10; 4:5-31
MAIN POINT: In Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians.
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everyone the good news of Jesus. 
Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions:

1. Why did the man’s friends carry him to the temple 
every day? (He could not walk or work. He asked 
people for money.) 

2. What did the man think Peter and John were going 
to give him? (money) 

3. What did Peter do for the man? (healed him)
4. Who gave Peter power to heal the man? (the Holy 

Spirit) 
5. What did Peter tell the religious leaders when they 

told him to stop telling about Jesus? (“We cannot keep 
quiet. We must tell what we have seen and heard.”)

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Can you answer our big picture question? What 

does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit helps 
Christians. After Jesus went back to heaven, the 
Holy Spirit gave Jesus’ followers power to begin 
working. When we turn from our sin and follow 
Jesus, God gives us the Holy Spirit too. 

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Philippians 2:13. Read the key passage 
aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song.
SAY • God has work for each of us to do. He says so in the 

Bible. God works in us to help us do the work He 
gives us. Our key passage tell us this. 

Transition to experience the story 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “Working in You” song
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Experience THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Peter Healed a Beggar 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 3:1-10; 4:5-31
MAIN POINT: In Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians.

Sing “Silver and Gold Have I None”
Lead preschoolers in singing “Silver and Gold Have I 
None.” If you are unfamiliar with the tune, look it up 
online. Consider downloading an MP3 to play for the 
children to sing along with. Explain words preschoolers may 
not understand. 

“ Peter and John went to pray;  
they met a lame man on the way. 
He asked for alms and held out his palms, 
and this is what Peter did say: 
 
‘Silver and gold have I none, 
but what I have I give to you. 
In the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, rise up and walk!’ 
 
He went walking and jumping and praising God, 
walking and jumping and praising God. 
‘In the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, rise up and walk!’ ”

SAY • After Jesus went back to heaven, the Holy Spirit gave 
Jesus’ followers power to begin working. With the 
power of Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man who could 

Definitions: 
• lame - being unable 

to walk
• alms - money, food, or 

other things given to 
people in need

LOW PREP
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not walk. In Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man, and 
the man went into the temple praising God.

Assemble a flip book 
Print a “flip book” for each preschooler. Invite preschoolers 
to cut apart the images and stack them in order. Use a 
stapler to fasten the images together. Use decorative tape 
to cover the staples and form a spine. Show preschoolers 
how to flip the pages to make the man jump up. Invite 
preschoolers to use their books to retell the Bible story.
SAY • In Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man who could not 

walk. The Holy Spirit gave Peter the power to heal 
the man. Peter told the religious leaders, “This man 
was healed by the power of Jesus.” The religious 
leaders could not stop Jesus’ followers from telling 
people the good news about Jesus.

Spell Jesus with blocks 
Gather blocks in groups of five. Place a strip of masking 
tape on the side of each block, and write each letter of 
JESUS on individual blocks. Mix up the blocks. 

Write JESUS on a sheet of paper. Write JESUS on 
another sheet of paper arranging the letters vertically. Post 
the signs by the blocks. Invite preschoolers to stack the 
blocks to spell JESUS. 
SAY • Jesus’ name is the most powerful name there is. In 

Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man who could not 
walk. Then the man went into the temple with Peter 
and John, and he praised God. Everyone who saw 
the man was amazed. This was the man who could 
not walk, but now he could walk!

• “Flip Book” printable
• scissors
• stapler
• staples
• decorative tape

• blocks
• masking tape
• marker
• construction paper
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Toss coins
Lay a towel on the floor. Lay paper plates on the towel 
so that the towel is almost completely covered. Invite 
preschoolers to take turns tossing a coin onto the paper-
plate-covered towel. Make a tape line for older preschoolers 
to stand behind as they toss. When the coins run out, count 
how many coins are on each paper plate and how many are 
on the towel or floor. Play again as time allows.
SAY • The man in our Bible story asked Peter and John for 

help. He thought they would give him money, maybe 
like these coins. But Peter said, “I do not have silver 
or gold. In the name of Jesus, stand up and walk.” In 
Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man. The Holy Spirit 
gave Jesus’ followers power to do His work. 

Walk, jump, and praise
Use two lines of painter’s tape to make a path across the 
room. Invite preschoolers to line up single file on one end 
of the path. Explain that when you say “walk,” a preschooler 
should walk along the path between the two tape lines. 
When you say “jump,” a preschooler should jump down 
the path. When you say, “praise,” a preschooler should 
say, “Jesus is King!” as they walk along the path. Allow 
preschoolers move along the path one at a time doing the 
appropriate motion. 
SAY • In Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man. His feet were 

strong, and he could walk and jump. Then the man 
went into the temple with Peter and John, and he 
praised God. The Holy Spirit gave Peter power to 
heal the man. The religious leaders could not stop 
Jesus’ followers from telling people the good news 
about Jesus, and many people believed.

• towel
• paper plates
• coins
• painters tape (optional) 

• painters tape
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve round golden crackers for snack. Remark how 
the crackers resemble a coin. Remind preschoolers that the 
man thought Peter and John would give him money, but 
Peter gave the man something better. In Jesus’ name, Peter 
healed a man. The man went into the temple with his 
healed legs and praised God.

Transition 
When a child finishes her snack, guide her to throw away 
any trash. She may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw 
a picture of the man who could not walk before, now 
jumping and praising God. Remind preschoolers that Peter 
could heal the man because Peter had the Holy Spirit. Peter 
healed the man in Jesus’ name. 
SAY • God, You are powerful, and You give Your people 

power when You give them the Holy Spirit. Thank 
You for trusting us to share the good news about 
Jesus. Help us to do the work You have given us by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books
• puzzles 
• play dough 
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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